Odpovědi Svazu na konzultaci EK k budoucnosti SZP
 
Why do we need a European common agricultural policy?

There is certainly need for a CAP. Agriculture provides for care of almost 90 % of the EU´s territory. But in today´s globalised world and the amount of money the European agriculture receives from the EU public money it should serve a much wider purpose - preserve the nature, support the protective elements of the countryside, contribute to better environment, conserve the biodiversity of the nature, protect agricultural land from erosions, keep high quality and  accessibility of water and the land, contribute to the quality of air, prevent from floods etc. The role of the agricultural sector is to provide for EU´s food self-sustainability as well as strengthen its competitiveness. So the importance of agriculture justifies a specific agricultural policy, so as the EU has the environmental or transport policy.

However, the question posed covers only a sectoral approach - the agricultural one. But in today´s EU CAP there is an important element of a horizontal, or territorial aspect, which is rural development. And this is neglected in this consultation, although rural areas deserve at least the same attention as the urban ones do under the EU Regional policy.

What do citizens expect from agriculture?

First of all sustainability, but in competitive terms. Agriculture must take account of the ecological, economic, social and regional aspects. It has large impact on big EU territories, which need horizontal policies. 

Second, people expect that agriculture starts behaving as a business sector. In this respect certain agricultural farms are on the single market strongly put to the fore at the cost of the others. Europeans see the EU support goes to specific companies, which are often rich and big farms with very little positive impact in rural areas. So in SMO´s opinion citizens expect that the EU shall reconsider its spending on agriculture and shall find a solution that will not mean just money transfers.

If we are speaking about agriculture as of business enterprises, then it must be mentioned that these companies (farms) should take account of new information and innovations. They must react to the development of the societies and demands as well as global trends going on. This is not possible without researches and innovative solutions.

Third, people do expect sustainability of their employment in agriculture, but this should meet the challnges mentioned above.

Why reform the CAP?

Agriculture is one of the main sectors on which the EU policies concentrate. In Commissioner Dacian Cioloş´s words we have “agricultural Europe”. However, agriculture is only one of many attributes that Europe has, it is also industrial, energetic, environmental, social, inclusive etc. However, agriculture is the only sectoral policy ambitious to support, from its sectoral perspective, territories, which may, but need not necessarily be agricultural. 

CAP needs reforms because it costs a lot of money, which is not financially sustainable in the future. Also because it still divides the EU into the "old" and the "new" one. And because it is insufficiently coordinated with other EU policies.

Rural development under CAP is ambiguous. In territorial terms agricultural sector dominates there. But agricultural policy can never cover all issues that communities have to solve, be it Euroepan or national one. Tying rural territories to CAP means that in the end rural authorities may lose support they could gain should they be covered by a horizontal European policy, such as Regional policy.

What tools do we need for the CAP of tomorrow?

CAP should first of all equally handle all countries, which is a must. Direct payments are questionable, but if sustained, they should be reformulated (under equal erms for all countries) and decreased. They could be provided according to a formula differentiating the different circumstances in different countries. Price levels, cost of living, production circumstances, cost of real estate differ across the EU, so there is no need for equal payments everywhere.

Quotas are not sustainable. Discriminating quotas for agricultural production in the end mean that countries have to import certain agricultural products. Had there not been such quotas, farmers would have not looked for alternative ways of crop-plant growing, which results in land deterioration.

Clearly defined role of the rural areas with all links to other sectors is also a must. 

The EU should also make sure that legislation is asserted and exacted through control mechanisms and that national approaches are harmonized. CAP must also be coordinated with other EU and national territorial policies, such as Regional and Structural policy. Both on the European and national level.

� Odpovědi na jednotlivé otázky se vkládaly do automatického systému webových stránek Evropské komise.








