REQUEST FOR TWINNING
	Name of Community:
	Vinnytsya

	Address:
	Vinnytsya City Council, 59, Soborna Street, Vinnytsya, 21021, Ukraine

	Region:
	Eastern Europe
	Country:
	Ukraine

	Contact person:
	Tamara Korotych, Head of International Department

	Phone number:
	+38 0432 595149
	Fax:
	+38 0432 595130

	E-mail:
	korotych@vmr.gov.ua
	Website:
	http://www.vmr.gov.ua/

	

	Population:

More than 364 thousand citizens


	Geographical Location and Characteristics:

Vinnytsya is situated in the central part of Ukraine, which is called the “heart of Ukraine”. It covers the area of 6868 hectares. It takes 3 hours to get from Kiev to Vinnytsya by car or electric train.


	General Characteristics of Community:
The city belongs to the most attractive regions from the point of view of investment owing to the powerful industrial and high scientific potential, the developed transport infrastructure, the bank system, a favorable enterprising climate.

The City Council comprehensively supports development of business and the private initiative.

In new economic and social conditions Vinnytsya continues to gradually develop as an industrial and administrative centre in the region, integrally connected with other regions of the country.


	Historical Background (Brief note of any major historic events, buildings, monuments, famous people etc.):
Our city was founded by the Lithuanian prince Olgerd. The first mention in the annals about the city of Vinnitsa is dated by 1363.  Since 1914 Vinnitsa is an administrative centre of Podolsk province. In 1917-1918 the city goes through many shocks: revolutionary committees of working and soldier's deputies, protégés of Austro-Hungarian armies, officers of general Denikin’s White army.

Since 1932 and till our times Vinnytsya is an administrative centre of Vinnitsa Region. During the Second World War according to a special order of German invaders Hitler’s headquarter «Werhwolf» was placed not far from Vinnitsa. Vinnitsa was restored after war and became an important industrial centre, but in the 90th it went through deep economic crisis. Now city is on rise again.

Many great people were closely related to Vinnytsya, such as the composer M. Leontovych, the scientist and surgeon M. Pyrogov, the writer M. Kotsiubynsky and many other famous personalities.

Under the patronage of UNESCO the largest collection of Podillya icons is kept in the museum of regional ethnography.



	Principal Economic Activities (agriculture, industries, tourism etc.):
Ukrainian-Austrian enterprise «Agrana Fruit Ukraine», Ukrainian-Canadian enterprise «Novolaks», the Ukrainian-Spanish enterprise «Sperko-Ukraine», Ukrainian-Russian company «The Industrial group «KMT», the large Polish manufacturer of building materials from wood «Barlinek» successfully work with foreign investors.

There are 81 big industrial enterprises in the city, which produce a wide spectrum of goods: a factory "Crystal" (facet of diamonds, manufacture of artificial diamonds), "Volodarka", "Podolia", "Dynamo" (garment factories), "The Vinnitsa factory of tractor units", "Vinnitsa maslozhirkobinat" and others.



	Educational Activities (schools, universities etc.):
There are 5 universities in our city: medical, technical, pedagogical and agrarian, which provide education for Ukrainian and foreign students. Scientific potential of Vinnytsya is supported by 5 institutes, 10 middle special educational establishments, 9 research institutes.


	Leisure Activities (sport facilities, cultural activities, youth services and facilities, associations, clubs etc.):
The memorial estate of an outstanding scientist, the surgeon, the founder of field surgery, the founder of the Russian Red Cross Nickolai Pirogov with church-necropolis always cause huge interest from the visitors and local residents. Under patronage of UNESCO the greatest collection of the Podolsk icon is placed in a local regional museum.

Mikhail Kotsubinsky's memorial estate. Except for the facts of life of the known Ukrainian writer, here it is possible to see typical habitation of Ukrainians of the end of 19 - the beginning of 20 centuries.

An Orthodox Cathedral. Created as a Dominican Cathedral, in 1990th the building has been transferred to an Orthodox community.

Catholic Church. The biggest Catholic Cathedral of Vinnitsa in which divine worships pass in Ukrainian and Polish languages under sounds of organ. Sometimes the concerts of classic music, in which musicians take part from all Europe, including Germany, Poland and Russia, take place here.

Saint Nikolay's orthodox church (the Podolsk church which was built in 1746). Built on a hill with a view on Bug, this Church is one of the last monuments of Podolsk wooden architecture of 18 century.

Werhwolf (Hitler’s bunker in the Second World war-time). Hitler was here only two times during German occupation of Ukraine. Now Werhwolf does not offer something special as there are only ruins in the middle of the field. Though the trip should be made by those who is interested in history.


	Desired Characteristics of your twinning partner:
Similar size and the amount of population as in Vinnytsya


	Preferred country (-ies):
Czech Republic


	Fields of Cooperation:

Economy, culture, education, social care, health care, sport, tourism.


	Do you intend to sign an official twinning agreement?

Yes



	Have you formed a twinning committee or association:
Yes




Signature and stamp: Tamara Korotych
Position: Head of International Department, Vinnytsya City Council
Date: November 6, 2009
